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Why are 20mph limits so beneficial?



20mph zones and limits

 Zones – traffic calming, self enforcing, typically small areas

 Limits – signs/markings only, no traffic calming, wider areas

 Including the whole of some settlements

 Wide-area 20mph limits supported by Government policy since 2013

 Government support strengthened during Covid-19







Benefits

 People take precedence over traffic

 Many fewer casualties

 Encourages and enables zero carbon travel

 Health benefits – obesity and heart disease

 Social benefits – stronger communities



Benefits (continued)

 Supports independent mobility – children, older people

 Less noise, better air quality

 Popular with local people

 Makes local high streets more pleasant and attractive

 Makes Staffordshire a better place to live, work and visit



Road Safety

 Relatively small reductions in speed have significant benefits

 1 mph reduction in speed -> 6% reduction in collisions (DfT)

 Speed reductions are greatest on the fastest roads

 Compliance will increase over time





Strong public support nationally for 20mph limits



Enforcement

 20mph limits are enforceable

 A number of Police forces actively enforce 20mph limits like any other

 But even if enforcement is limited there are significant benefits

 Community initiatives and technology also play a part

 New car-based technologies coming soon

KINVERI

Car window/bumper stickers Speed Indicator Devices



Intelligent Speed Assistance on new model cars from 2022

All new cars from 2024



Typical Costs

 Missing out the main roads costs more

 Signs are cheap – typically £300 for a 600mm sign on a pole

 Traffic Regulation Order (needed to change the limit) ~ £4000

 Carrying out speed surveys ~ £400 per location

 Typical construction costs (with some allowance for calming) – circa 

£5/head



Places with pro-20mph policies include: 

 Lancashire

 Oxfordshire

 Cheshire West and Chester

 Cheshire East

 Bath and North East Somerset

 Calderdale

 Bristol

 Edinburgh

 London

 In total, 21M people live in such authorities



London
Bristol – average savings per year

4.5 Fatalities

170 Casualties



Wales – Default 20mph in built up areas

 Wales to adopt 20mph limit in urban areas unless 

exception justified

 8 Pilot Settlements now underway

 Law change planned for 2023



Scottish Borders – 90 towns and villages



Cheshire West and Chester Council

 Began roll out of 20mph limit schemes January 2017

 4 year programme – 223 potential sites identified

 125 schemes implemented in first 3 years

 Total cost £616k,  avg £5k per scheme

 Evaluation, end of Year 3

 -43% all collisions, -14% Killed and Seriously Injured

 Monetised benefit £3.5m



Cheshire West and 

Chester, 

Year 2 schemes



Oxfordshire County Council

 Resolved (unanimously) 8 December 2020 (edited): 

 Currently, 20mph limits are only put in place where average speeds are already at 

relatively safe levels (24mph). This is perverse and sends the wrong message to 

drivers about the dangers of speeding 

 This County Council supports the premise that 20mph is the optimum speed limit in 

built-up areas



And in Staffordshire?







Meeting with Councillors Williams and Wilson, 8 Feb 2021

 No objection to proposals for local 20mph limits

 Subject to local support

 But no funding available

 Therefore up to Parishes…

 Cllr Wilson supports desk top feasibility study in her ward (Kinver)





 Engineering-first approach – not consistent with current best practice





SSRP Reported £1.3m reserve in 2019/20



Reducing speed limit to 20mph on 75% of Staffs Roads:

• Cost £3.3m

• Benefits £51m

• Payback in 5 months



Our ask:
 Scrutiny Committee to:

 Establish Staffordshire’s current policy on 20mph limits

 Consider range of future policy options

 Identify what needs to be done to bring policy up to UK best practice

 Consider potential funding sources and budget

 20s Plenty would be very happy to assist the Committee in this work



Thanks


